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Abstract: Guidelines for the Theory and Application
of Issuing Fatwaa, and Effects on Responding to
Questions Posed at al-Masjid al-Haraam

This research discusses the theory and application of
responding to religious questions posed at al-Masjid al-
Haraam, as well as the effects of that. This subject is

addressed under the following headings:

Definition of Fatwaa: The linguistic meaning of the
term Fatwaa is responding to a questioner about
something that is obscure to him, by providing
clarification, assistance, and direction to the proper
understanding of difficult issues. The technical meaning
of Fatwaa is giving a non-binding ruling about an issue,
based on the evidences of Islaam’s texts, and doing so
either as the answer to a question or as a statement

without being asked any question.

Seven guidelines for Fatwaa: conforming to the texts
of Islaam, conforming to rational and established

foundations, not contradicting scholarly consensus,

()
)




agreeing with definitive texts of Islaam, conforming to

the principles of deduction used by scholars of Islaam,
conforming to proper examination of texts, and not

conforming to anomalous views.

Nine essential traits required by someone who issues
Fatwaa: being someone allowed to do so according to
the teachings of Islaam, having necessary knowledge,
having proper understanding, being someone of
established integrity, being sincere and having a good
background, avoiding all that tarnishes one’s integrity,
attaining sustenance from permissible sources, being of
sharp mind, exercising deliberation when issuing Fatwaa,
ascertaining details properly, consulting those who have
more knowledge, having scholars affirm that one is fit to

1ssue Fatwaa if one thinks he is able to do so.

Eight guidelines to ensure proper application of
Fatwaa: conforming to the scenario presented in the

question, being appropriate for the state of the
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questioner, giving due consideration to place and time,

not inciting strife, giving due consideration of the
objectives of Islaam’s teachings, exercising caution,
giving due consideration to different scholarly views, as

well as objectivity and maintaining a sound intention.

Nine guidelines for Fatwaa, and their effects on
responding to questions posed at al-Masjid al-
Haraam: having a precise understanding of the issue
posed, asking those who have experience with the issue
and specialization in dealing with it, clarifying the
various manifestations that the issue can have, specifying
any point of contention regarding the issue, being aware
of the views held about the issue by contemporary
scholars, giving due consideration to actualizing the
objectives of Islaam’s teachings regarding the issue,
taking consequences into consideration when explaining
the ruling pertaining to the issue, taking all

circumstances surrounding the issue into account,

any
()
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avoiding looking for loopholes that lead to doing what is

impermissible.

Five effects produced by the guidelines for Fatwaa
as they relate to responding to questions posed at al-
Masjid al-Haraam: clarifying the rulings of Islaam
pertaining to unprecedented contemporary issues,
defending Islaam against those who seek to corrupt it,
showing that Islaam is applicable throughout changing
circumstances, protecting Muslim societies from
detrimental things that are foreign to them, and raising
proper awareness as it relates to examining

contemporary issues.
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